low.
Better be careful how far you go with a semi-savage like that. It's not safe to drive a Pathan to extremities up here." " Up here " was a valley in the bare inhospitable mountain ranges north-west of Peshawur, where the mixed column to which Bairdsley was attached had halted for the night. It was a wide amphitheatre of grass land, hemmed in on every side by bold ridges and walls of naked rock. A swiftly flowing stream ran through it, entering by a narrow canon which was visible from the spot chosen for the encampment; but where it made its exit to join the Cabul river could not be detected.
The valley was an oasis in the midst of barren mountains, but there was no sign of human habitation in it.
The punitive expedition, consisting of three companies of the 110th, the 69th Punjaub infantry, and three mountain guns carried on elephants, had just completed its eighth day's march from Peshawur. The officer commanding had pushed on as fast as possible, and confidently hoped that the next day would bring his force within sight of the hill fortress which was the enemy's stronghold, and whither the audacious raiders had retreated before the advancing columns.
They were known to be close at hand, for, though they had never allowed themselves to be seen, three or four sepoys had been wounded and a number of camels killed or disabled by jazil fire from seemingly inaccessible crags overlooking the line of march. The animals thus lost had been replaced by others He had changed very litt.le in appearance, and not at all in other respects. He sa1d no word about the past, and nothing of the hopes he still faithfully nursed for the future ; but when she bade him good-bye they knew well that they were to meet again.
And they did six months afterwards.
